L Oct. a hurricane. I have long since stopped trying to predict the 'nature of the day' with a Prairie Falcon and take each day in its stride. On the other hand, the gracious and lovable nature of the Duck Hawk is something to admire. Another rather unusual fact is that near the nest a Prairie Falcon lacks the boldness of the Duck Hawk which is well known for its efforts to thwart man's attempts to ruin its nest.
Berlepsch was greatly interested in South American birds of which he had a fine collection, and a paper that Hellmayr presented at the meeting, dealing with the genus Polioptila, gave them an immediate basis of mutual interest. The close friendship that ripened between Berlepsch and Hellmayr never waned. Hellmayr valued the Count's friendship and advice above all other early influences and always expressed the warmest admiration for his kindly mentor. In his biographical sketch of Berlepsch, published after the Count's death in 1915 (Journal fiir Ornithologie), he said that in Berlepsch's excellent "school" he first learned method, system, and soundness in ornithological work.
Early in He reached Chicago on October 1, 1922, was given the title of Associate Curator of Birds, and immediately began on the 'Catalogue.' As volume after volume was finished and published, the importance of this monumental work became increasingly established. The bibliographic citations were at once expanded to embrace nearly all the pertinent references to each species and subspecles, omitting only such as might have been previously quoted by Ridgway in the 'Birds of North and Middle America.' The synonymies thus are so nearly complete that any prior reference that is omitted is likely to prove of only casual interest. All these citations were, or had been, checked But it is not alone for the synonymies that the 'Catalogue' is of extreme importance. The author's familiarity with the types of almost all of the described species and subspecies of American birds enabled him to express studied opinions on the validity of proposed forms, the identity of inadequately described species, and the relationships of members of heterogeneous groups, and the footnotes of his volumes are filled with critical notes on these and other taxonomic problems. His views on classification were advanced and he was in the forefront of his colleagues in the matter of postulating conspecific relationships for geographic representatives of obviously common origins. The book is thus more than a mere catalogue and forms a practical handbook for the advanced student of American birds--a vade mecum of the highest service. Most of the work is published and it is gratifying to learn that the remaining parts were completed in manuscript form before Hellmayr's untimely death so that eventual publication is assured.
With was not active in politics and neither wrote nor spoke in public on such topics, but he was a man of decided views and was not in sympathy with the Nazi party. This feeling he, no doubt, had freely expressed in private conversations. There seems little doubt that some such confidential expression of opinion had been picked up by spies and reported to Nazi headquarters with unfortunate results when that party came into power.
After a short period of recuperation in the mountains, he went to London for necessary studies in the British Museum, and then returned to Geneva to continue work on the 'Catalogue,' albeit at a great disadvantage without the benefit of adequate collections or his personal notes which he was unable to have sent to Switzerland although they were in safe storage. The spread of the war began to hamper the free flow of communications and his letters became more infrequent, although still cheerful and informative. His health, however, had suffered and apparently he never regained his former vigor. In September, 1942, he went to the hospital in Coire with apprehensions of an operation, after having lost a great deal of weight in preceding months. In late 1943, he and Mrs. Hellmayr moved to Orselina, near Locarno, for the winter in the hope that the milder climate of the Tessin region would benefit him. Although he was much weakened, he continued to the last his 'labor of love' on the 'Catalogue of the Birds of the Americas,' which he was giving a final revision, but his death from the effects of uremic poisoning came unexpectedly on February 24. He is survived by his widow, Mrs. Kate Hellmayr, whose name he had given many years before to the colorful tanager, 'Calospiza gyroloides catharinae.' Dr. Hellmayr was a most charming associate and friend. A true cosmopolite, he knew the European scene in detail, and, of course, knew all the ornithological personages of his time and many things about them that have never found their way into print. He talked litte about himself but his conversations were full of interesting facts about a wide variety of topics. He had an exceptionally keen mind and a phenomenal memory of the noteworthy spedmens of birds that he had studied and the literature of ornithology that had passed through his hands. Nevertheless, he kept concise but detailed notes on all his important studies and was able to unearth illuminating commentaries on perplexing points in almost unlimited number.
Most genial and kindly, he had little patience with careless work, though he was always ready to give assistance to a serious student or to concede a previous error. The first instalment of one of his papers
•944 -• appeared with so many typographical errors that he lost interest in it and refused to complete the manuscript. He rarely spoke in public and at A. O. U. meetings was usually to be found, not in the lecture halls, but among the collections of the local museum, examining specimens or conversing with some fellow ornithologist. In his younger days, Hellmayr was an ardent Alpinist and even in later years enjoyed vacations in the Rockies or in his beloved Alps. He was intensely interested in orchids and had a very fine herbarium collection of the terrestrial members of that group of plants which he and Mrs. Hellmayr had gathered over many years, often travelling far afield in Europe and the United States to secure certain desirable forms. His oft-expressed determination was to retire after the completion of the 'Catalogue' to devote his remaining years, entirely divorced from birds, collecting orchids and writing a history of the French Revolution in which subject also he had long been interested. As noted earlier, his first papers dealt with field work he had done as a youth, and at one time he had a strong desire to visit the American tropics to see in life some of the birds about which he knew so much as museum specimens. His eyesight, however, was better adjusted to the museum than to the field which he found eyeglasses both necessary and inconvenient for bird-watching, and he never fulfilled his hopes in that particular nor lived to concentrate on the avocations to which he had looked forward. 
Hellmayr became a Corresponding

